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Students at primary school and secondary schools 

no longer have ‘levels’ and secondary schools are 

changing what they use to fit more closely with the 

standards required in the new GCSE’s. 

 

The biggest change is to the exam system. Over 

the next few years, new, tougher GCSE’s will be 

introduced; firstly in English and Maths (2017) then 

in most other subjects the following year.   

The Government has 

removed National   

Curriculum Levels. 

Levels are going...... 

Why Change? 



In the future GCSE’s will be graded differently. 

New GCSE’s 

The current A* to G  

system does not directly 

mirror the new number 

system. At first it will take 

some getting used to. 

However the new Number 

Grade 4 is equivalent in 

achievement to the 

outgoing Grade C. 



 

Throughout your child’s time in 

school, you will have become  

familiar with the term ‘levels’. The 
government has now made the 
decision to abolish levels throughout 
primary and secondary schools in 
England and Wales allowing schools 
and teachers to assess children as 
they see fit. At All Hallows all students 
in Years 7 to 11 will be assessed on the 

new number scale 1-9. 

 

It is important that as a school, and as parents, we all view your 

child’s progress as a journey. Small steps every term, whilst 

building knowledge and developing skills, is the key to GCSE 

success. Students are not expected to move up the scale quickly. 

An average All Hallows student might be expected to reach 

Number Grade 2 in Year 7, Number Grade 3 by Year 8 and Number 

Grade 4 by Year 9. Progress should be steady and secure over 

time.  

 

For some of our younger students, being assessed on the 1-9 

Number Grade Scale does create a particular challenge. The 

criteria set a high standard and a small minority of students in 

Year 7 and 8 may be working below Number Grade 1. For these 

students a different scale will be used to measure progress.  

Life After Levels 



 

The Benefits 

 

 It will encourage all students to stretch themselves. 

 

 The new 1-9 Number Grades are linked to the new GCSE 

and are therefore easier to understand. 

 

 It is easier for teachers, students and parents to monitor 

progress over time. As students are measured with the 

same criteria from Year 7 through to Year 11, we can clearly 

see the progress each individual is making in all subjects. 

Pupils who need stretching or who need more support will 

be easier to identify. 

 

 The same assessment language will be used across All 

Hallows, making it easier for students to understand what 

they need to do to move on, and for parents to be more 

involved with their child’s progress. 

 

 



How will I know my child is progressing? 

Alongside other changes the government is 

introducing a new system to measure the performance 

of schools. We will use this system to help estimate 

your child’s potential GCSE Number Grade. Your child 

will be put on a ‘pathway’ or ‘flight path’ that will help 

them track their progress towards this grade. Each 

report will show the Number Grade your child will need 

to achieve  by the end of the academic year to remain 

on their flight path. This Number Grade will not 

necessarily be the same in each subject as students 

can show greater progress in some subjects more than 

others. This is perfectly normal.  





Reporting 

.......and finally 

For all our students we want to encourage them to aim 
high and reach their potential. The new assessment 
system should allow them to do this. We look forward to 
embarking on this journey with your support.  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact school. Our website will be updated with 
information as soon as it is available. 


