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SOMETHING TO
TALK ABOUT
* How would you define ‘hope’?
* Why is it important that i have hope
in today’s world?
* How can we show that we our

people of hope in our everyday

lives?




SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

Imagine a Christmas scene that has been arranged under the altar of a church. This is probably the most
meaningful crib you have ever seen. The wood-carved figures are made in India: a poor woman, a poor man and a
small child between them. The carving is simple, nearly primitive. No eyes, no ears, no mouths, just the contours of
the faces. The figurines are smaller than a human hand — nearly too small to attract attention. But then a beam of
light shines on the figures and projects large shadows on the walls of the sanctuary. That says it all. The light
thrown on the smallness of Mary, Joseph, and the Child projects them as large hopeful shadows against the walls
of our life and our world. Without the radiant beam of light shining into the darkness, there is little to be seen. We
might just pass by these simple people and continue to walk in darkness. But everything changes with the light.
(Adapted from Henri Nouwen)
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SOMETHING TO DO

At some point this week, grab hold of a newspaper and look out for a story which
fills you with hope. Then tear it out and bring it in to share with your form!

" (FAUDETE SUNDAY

The Third Sunday of Advent is
called Gaudete Sunday, the day
when we light the pink candle on
the Advent wreath (hence the
'pink candle' Sunday). Rose
vestments are worn to emphasize
our joy that Christmas is near.

WHAT'S ON THIS WEEK

On MONDAY we have the annual
Christmas Concert and Christmas Markets

— thank you and well done to all involved!

Gaudete means "rejoice". This day

reminds us of the joy that is to

come, and serves, amid this

season of penance, as a kind of

'break' when we recall the hope

sl we have because of the coming of
ll Our Lord Jesus.

And...don’t forget to get hold of a PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

Christmas jumper or festive item of
clothing to wear next Wednesday (the last GOD WHO COMES CLOSE,

day of term!) We are asking for a £1 HELP US TO PERCEIVE YOUR PRESENCE

|
HELP US TO SPEAK OUT, AND AFFIRM IT;
HELP US TO KEEP QUIET, AND REFLECT

ON THE MYSTERY.
AND, WHEN THE TIME IS RIGHT,
HELP US TO DANCE WITH JOY.
AMEN




