
T h i s  i s  h o w  J e s u s  C h r i s t  w a s  b o r n .  A  y o u n g  w o m e n

n a m e d  M a r y  w a s  e n g a g e d  t o  J o s e p h  f r o m  K i n g  D a v i d ' s

f a m i l y .

B u t  b e f o r e  t h e y  w e r e  m a r r i e d ,  s h e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  s h e

w a s  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a  b a b y  b y  G o d ' s  H o l y  S p i r i t .  J o s e p h

w a s  a  g o o d  m a n  a n d  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  e m b a r r a s s  M a r y  i n

f r o n t  o f  e v e r y o n e .  S o  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  q u i e t l y  c a l l  o f f

t h e  w e d d i n g .  

W h i l e  J o s e p h  w a s  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s ,  a n  a n g e l  f r o m

t h e  L o r d  c a m e  t o  h i m  i n  a  d r e a m .  T h e  a n g e l  s a i d ,

" J o s e p h ,  t h e  b a b y  t h a t  M a r y  w i l l  h a v e  i s  f r o m  t h e  H o l y

S p i r i t .  G o  a h e a d  a n d  m a r r y  h e r .  T h e n  a f t e r  h e r  b a b y  i s

b o r n ,  n a m e  h i m  J e s u s ,  b e c a u s e  h e  w i l l  s a v e  h i s  p e o p l e

f r o m  t h e i r  s i n s . "  

S o  t h e  L o r d ' s  p r o m i s e  c a m e  t r u e ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  p r o p h e t

h a d  s a i d ,  " A  v i r g i n  w i l l  h a v e  a  b a b y  b o y ,  a n d  h e  w i l l  b e

c a l l e d  I m m a n u e l , "  w h i c h  m e a n s  " G o d  i s  w i t h  u s .

A f t e r  J o s e p h  w o k e  u p ,  h e  a n d  M a r y  w e r e  s o o n  m a r r i e d ,

j u s t  a s  t h e  L o r d ' s  a n g e l  h a d  t o l d  h i m  t o  d o .

ADVENT
L u k e  1 :  1 8 - 2 5

B e f o r e  y o u  r e a d  t h i s  w e e k ’ s  W o r d  o f
t h e  W e e k  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  t h i n k

a b o u t  J o s e p h  i n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  l e a d i n g
u p  t o  J e s u s ’  b i r t h .  I m a g i n e  h o w  h e
m u s t  h a v e  f e l t .  H i s  f i a n c é  h a s  j u s t

t o l d  h i m  s h e  i s  p r e g n a n t .  H o w  d o  y o u
t h i n k  h e  w o u l d  b e  f e e l i n g ?

A L L  H A L L O W S  C A T H O L I C  H I G H  S C H O O L

Wo r d  o f  t h e  We e k

F a t h e r ,  l i k e  J o s e p h ,  h e l p  u s  t o  p l a c e  o u r
b l i n d  t r u s t  i n  y o u .  S o  t h a t  w e  e x p e r i e n c e

c o m p l e t e  j o y  t h i s  A d v e n t  kno w i n g  t h a t  y o u r
S o n ,  J e s u s  c o m e s  t o  b e  w i t h  u s  f o r e v e r .

A m e n .  

P r a y e r  f o r  t h e  We e k



A P r a y e r  t o  t h e  S l e e p i n g  S t  J o s e p h

I t  i s  not  easy  t rus t ing  someone.  We are  usua l l y  ve ry  ca refu l  about

dec id ing  which  peop le  we can  t rus t .  Th i s  i s  because  we a re  sca red  of

be ing  le t  down and  be ing  made a  foo l  o f .  I t  i s  ve ry  hur t fu l  to  t rus t

someone which  a  sec ret  and  f ind  that  they  have  to ld  other  peop le .

St  Joseph i s  an  exce l lent  example  to  us  of  t rus t .  He  must  have  been

shocked at  the  ange l ’ s  message ,  and  a l though i t  wasn ’ t  what  he  had

p lanned for  Mary  and  h imse l f ,  he  t rus ted  God complete ly  and

accepted  i t .  He  cou ld  have  wa lked  away .  

There  a re  t imes  in  our  l i ves  when we have  to  t rus t  o ther  peop le  and

hope  for  the  best .  But  there  i s  a  lesson  to  be  lea rnt  f rom Mary  and

Joseph.  In  the  d i f f i cu l t  t imes  in  our  l i ves  we shou ld  t rus t  God

knowing  that  he  i s  in  cont ro l  and  wi l l  look  af te r  us .  Th i s  Advent  we

are  inv i ted  to  t rus t  in  God as  Mary  and  Joseph d id .  

Whi le  as leep ,  St  Joseph rece ived  messages  f rom God.  We read  about  one  of  these  t imes  in  th i s

week ’ s  Word  of  the  Week.  But  there  i s  a l so  another  ins tance  when Joseph rece ives  a  message

f rom God in  h i s  s leep .  God appeared  to  Joseph and  warned  h im about  the  danger  posed  by

King  Herod .  God ent rus ts  Mary  and  Baby  Jesus  to  Josephs  lov ing  protect ion .  Because  of  the

courage  and  ca re  of  St  Joseph he  i s  known as  the  guard ian  of  the  Fami ly .  

Pope  Franc i s  has  a  s ta tue  of  s leep ing  St  Joseph on  h i s  desk  in  h i s  o f f i ce  in  the  Vat i can .

“So  when I  have  a  p rob lem,  a  d i f f i cu l ty ,  I  wr i te  a  l i t t le  note  and  put  i t  underneath  St  Joseph ,

so  that  he  can  dream about  i t !  In  other  words  I  te l l  h im:  p ray  for  th i s  p rob lem!”  says  Pope

Franc i s .  St  Joseph i s  a  t ru ly  spec ia l  sa int ,  who protects  and  he lps  us  even  whi le  he  s leeps!

 

Advent  i s  a  good t ime for  le t t ing  go  of  our  wor r ies  and  t roub les  and  anyth ing  that  i s  bother ing

us .  So  l ike  Pope  Franc i s  take  a  moment  to  wr i te  down,  on  a  p iece  of  paper  o r  in  a  space  in

your  p lanner ,  o f  any  wor r ies ,  concerns ,  p rob lems ,  o r  p rayers  that  you  wou ld  l ike  St  Joseph to

s leep  on .  

 

O  S a i n t  J o s e p h ,  y ou  a r e  a  m a n  g r e a t l y  f a v ou r e d  b y  G o d .  T h e

a n g e l  o f  t h e  L o r d  a p p e a r e d  to  y ou  i n  d r e am s ,  wh i l e  y ou  s l e pt ,

t o  w a r n  y ou  a n d  gu i d e  y ou  a s  y ou  c a r e d  f o r  t h e  H o l y  F am i l y .

Y ou  we r e  b oth  s i l e nt  a n d  s t r ong ,  a  l o y a l  a n d  c ou r a g e ou s

p r ot e cto r .  D e a r  S a i n t  J o s e p h ,  a s  y ou  r e s t  i n  t h e  L o r d ,

c o n f i d e nt  o f  H i s  a b s o l ut e  p owe r  a n d  g oo dn e s s ,  l o o k  upon  m e .

P l e a s e  t a k e  m y  n e e d  i n to  y ou r  h e a rt ,  d r e am  o f  i t ,  a n d  p r e s e nt

i t  to  y ou r  S o n .  H e l p  m e  t h e n ,  t o  h e a r  t h e  v o i c e  o f  G o d ,  t o

a r i s e  a n d  a c t  w i t h  l o v e .  I  p r a i s e  a n d  t h a n k  G o d  w i t h  j o y .

S t  J o s e p h… P r a y  f o r  u s .  Am e n .  

Advent 's Key Figure :  St .  Joseph
CLICK HERE

Amy Grant Breath of Heaven (Mary 's Song) -
The Nativ ity Story

CLICK HERE
JOSEPH - A Modern Nativ ity Story (up to 2:55)

CLICK HERE
 

GOD CALLS

Sleep i ng  St  Joseph

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2PlnVpzXfs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOQRtYYERGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iubIaFVpb3M

