Key Stage 4 GCSE French and Spanish
At KS4 pupils can opt to choose French or Spanish at GCSE level. We follow the Pearson Edexcel GCSE. 
There are six thematic contexts to provide a focus for the teaching and learning of vocabulary and grammar: 
• My personal world 
• Lifestyle and wellbeing 
• My neighbourhood 
• Media and technology 
• Studying and my future 
• Travel and tourism
Why Pearson Edexcel GCSE French / Spanish? 
According to Pearson Edexcel:
Our GCSE French / Spanish qualification is focused on the important ways that languages foster communication, broaden perspectives, introduce new cultures and develop students into global citizens. 
Our qualification promotes culture, communication and connection. From the design of our speaking tasks, where communication is privileged, through to the use of images to provide cultural context, we want students to understand that words are a springboard to discovering much more. 
We have carefully selected our vocabulary and assessment content to reflect and represent diverse student experiences, so that all students feel included and will be able to speak and write about the things that interest them most. Compassionate assessments in a clear and familiar structure – our assessments are accessible and transparent, rooted in testing what students know and ensuring they can attempt the whole assessment confidently, with no surprises. 
We are committed to maintaining a sense of continuity with the separate assessment of the four skills, and a consistent assessment structure. 
The qualification consists of: 
• three externally examined papers assessing separately listening, reading and writing 
• one speaking assessment set by Pearson and conducted by a teacher. All assessments (at both foundation and higher tier) are marked by Pearson. Each component is worth 25% of the overall mark. 
New features of the 2024 accredited specification: 
Speaking
Read aloud and short unprepared interaction (DfE requirement) 
Revised individual task times and additional preparation time 
Prescribed list of 10 role play settings and list of role play language functions 
No formal register requirement from students 
Choice of picture for the picture description task 
Pre-selection of picture task thematic context
Listening
Dictation requirement assessing SSCs (DfE requirement)  
All instructions, questions and answers in English  
3 repeats for all extracts – listen, respond, check  
Increased pause times  
No inference questions  
No vocabulary from outside the prescribed list
Reading
All instructions, questions and answers in English 
FT translation is 5 sentences rather than a whole passage 
Fewer sections 
Contextualising images for shared cultural understanding 
Simple, single-word inference – with word to be inferred clearly indicated  
Glossing of any non-vocabulary list words, including place names
Writing
All instructions, questions and answers in English 
Clear English bullet points directing students to cover the appropriate timeframes
Realistic and familiar contexts
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