ADVENT: LOVE

C

Word of the Week Matthew 1:18-24

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been betrothed to Jospeh, before they came together, she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph,
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to send her
away quietly. But, as he considered these things, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfilwhat the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call him
Emmanuel - which means, God with us.

When Joseph woke from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took Mary as his wife.

Reflection

We celebrate in this fourth week of Advent the abundance of love thatis
shown to us in the Incarnation. Mary has said yes to carrying Jesus the
Messiah. She accepts the invitation with little hesitation and a generous
amount of faith.

Joseph is hesitant at first and is concerned about public perception -
how could his betrothed be pregnant when they were not yet married?
What would happen to her if he didn’t marry her? He had his doubts, but
he was visited by the angel who instructs him to take Mary as his wife
and raise the child. Like Mary, his faith is strong and he becomes part of
God’s plan. In the reading we see how Jesus is of divine origin yet has a
humble beginning in a human family. This is what God wanted. This is
what was needed to show that Gods love for humanity is beyond
anything.
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Prayers for the Week
Dear Lord,

In a world that often feels cold and distant, where
division and strife seem to overshadow kindness
and unity, we ask that You fill us with Your divine
love. Let Your love be the light that guides us
through the darkness, the warmth that melts away
our fears, and the strength that binds us together as
one family in Christ.

Amen

Dear Lord

As we prepare our hearts for the celebration of
Christ’s birth, we ask that You awaken in us a
deeper understanding of Your love. Help us to love
as You love—to see others through Your eyes. May \

we extend kindness to the lonely, offer compassion
to the hurting, and to forgive as we have been
forgiven. Let our love be patient and enduring, a
reflection of the love You have lavished upon us.

Amen

Dear Lord,

We eagerly await the coming of Christ, the greatest
gift of love the world has ever known. Prepare our
hearts, purify our intentions, and help us to
embrace this season with a spirit of love and
devotion. May our lives be a testimony to the love

that was born in a manger and that continues to live
and reign forevermore.

Amen

"The Advent journey:
Hope becomes peace.
Peace becomes joy.

Joy becomesilove.

Love becomes Christ."

~ Bobby: Schuller

Watch Me

Deeper Still - Advent Spoken Word

Advent—Love

Love came down at Christmas

Not Just a Baby // A Christmas Spoken
Word

1 John 49
“This is how God showed his love among us:
He sent his one and only Son into the
world that we might live through him. "

When Christ Comes

ADVENT

Love

Challenges - show love to someone this
week in your actions and in your words.

Help out at home.
Prepare a meal for your parents.

Spend quality time with your friends and
family.

Buy a candy cane to show your love and
appreciation for someone in school.

Advent Appeal — Push yourself to bring in
some money or some items for the
homeless in Preston.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=At_Y2GzWkVs&list=RDAt_Y2GzWkVs&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQOyQGZjsts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcQHY9rWNKg&list=RDIcQHY9rWNKg&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jRILcUezmM&list=RD0jRILcUezmM&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jRILcUezmM&list=RD0jRILcUezmM&start_radio=1




